Liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma: an Asian perspective.
Liver transplantation is an established treatment modality for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), creating a potential for disease-free, long-term survival. In Asia, due to a severe shortage of donors, resection remains the treatment of choice for patients with HCC and good liver functional reserve. The use of marginal donors, split liver grafts and grafts from living donors are potential solutions that are best performed in experienced liver transplant centres to ensure an optimal outcome. Ethical issues relating to living donor liver transplantation have yet to be fully addressed. The roles of therapies to limit tumour progression during the waiting period, such as transarterial chemoembolization, need to be further investigated in the setting of a prospective trial and their benefits better defined.